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In a May 17 speech, Nicaraguan Interior Minister Tomas Borge announced the identification of
Maria Lourdes Pallais Checa as a double agent within the CIA for the Sandinista government. She
was present at the speech as a reporter for a Nicaraguan radio station, and was reportedly taken by
surprise. According to the Washington Post, Pallais refused to comment, but her attorney, Ronald
Kuby, said by telephone from New York that he had been authorized to confirm Borge's account.
Pallais, 35, is a Nicaraguan citizen who has residency in the US. Pallais is a former AP reporter, and
niece of deposed dictator Anastasio Somoza. On May 19, the Sandinista newspaper Barricada ran a
picture of Pallais and recounted Borge's speech. The newspaper said Pallais attended the Columbia
School of Journalism. She is also the sister of Marcel Pallais, a Sandinista hero who died in 1979.
A report by AP said Pallais worked for the news agency from 1978-79, first in its Latin America
service, then as a reporter in the New York bureau. Don Hewitt, executive producer of CBS News'
"60 Minutes," said Pallais also was hired three or four years ago "as a per diem interpreter who also
helped with some logistics" in Nicaragua for a "60 Minutes" report on Soviet arms shipments to
the Sandinistas. Pallais is a well-known journalist in Managua who recently began a program on
the pro-government Radio Sandino. Borge mentioned Pallais soon after stating that the Sandinistas
have infiltrated spies into high levels of the Nicaraguan contras. According to Barricada, Borge
described Pallais in his speech as a "counterintelligence agent who had worked within the enemy's
ranks." Later, the minister said she had completed missions for the Sandinistas within the CIA.
Borge said other Sandinistas work anonymously within the CIA. "Some have been there for many
years and continue their role. For others, we have been obliged to reveal them. One by one, they will
be claimed by our people." (Basic data from Washington Post, 05/20/88)
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